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.An eye for an eye only ends up making the whole world blind.

2. Hatred ever kills. Love never dies, such in the vast difference . :__i*l%
between the two. What is obtained by love is retained for all -
~ time. What is obtained by hatred proves a burden in reahtyﬁ% s.,.n*
- for it increases hatred. e N 2
Fear of death makes us devoid of value and religious pursuits]; ,&ﬁ,&
- Public opinion alone can keep a society healthy and pure. :t:;’
) . To forgive is not to forget. Truth is by nature self-evident. As,\‘@
. soon as you removed the cobwebs of ignorance that surroundS‘ ; &
_ ';\;Z it, it shines clear. A
won . These are illustrative and not exhausted. Gandhiji hlmself o |
m‘&‘\\Sald that there is no such thing as Gandhism and he did not want
-to have any sect after him. He did not believe in miracles. He was
“-a constant seeker of Light and more Light. The passage that
.- follows, earned prayer of innumerable seekers of Light

“There are people who feel that their organs of sense
- '_-:\\are cutting them off from reality and being. Their feelzng
W then infects their other sensibilities.

.:; . What I see blinds me. What I hear makes me deaf. What:
-I know makes me zgnorant In so for and in as much as: f




Rethinking Gandhi’s Theory of the State

Tapan Kumar Chattopadhyay

I
Gandhi’s theon of the state consists of two
things: a severe indictment of the ‘modern’
state and proposals for an alternative to it,
suited particularly to India. His critique of
the modern state is an integral part of his
critique of the modern civilization. As Bhikhu
Parekh points out. to Gandhi “the highly
centralized and bureaucratic modern state...
was a necessary product of modern
civilization. Competitive and aggressive men
ruthlessly pursuing their own interests could
only be held together by a well-armed state.
Since they were all strangers to one another
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and lacked the bonds of good will
and mutual concern, their relations
only be regulated by
impersonal and
enforced by such a powerful external
agency as the state.” Moreover, the
“centralization of production in the
modern economy created social and
economic problems” which “required
a centralized political agency to deal
with them.” (Parekh 1989; 27-28).

The modern state, according to
Gandhi, functioned like a ‘machine’
and its laws have
obscured all of personal
responsibility on the
legislators and bureaucrats.”
were collectively made by
legislature,
member of it felt responsible for
them. Civil servants claimed merely
to administer them and did not feel
responsible for their consequences
either. In so far as it destroyed or at
least obscured all sense of personal
responsibility and the concomitant
feelings of remorse and guilt, the
state demoralized and dehumanized
man.” (Parekh 1989 : 110-11).

The modern state promoted a
statist, 1.e. a state-centred political
culture by propagating the idea that
the problems of the societv are so
vast and complex that they cannot
be solved by the citizens themselves
and therefore, should be left to the

could

rules 1imposed

impersonal
sense
part of
Laws
the

and no individual
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state and its bureaucratic agencies.
The state always discourages
popular initiatives and popular
participation and thus makes the
citizens addicted to it to such an
extent that they have come to believe
that it is the state which will solve
all societal problems. Being afraid of
independent-minded citizens capable
of taking popular initiatives, the
state curbed the autonomy of the

citizens. The modern state has
established a total control over
society through bureaucratic

management. The modern state thus
controls all spheres of human life.
To maintain its lordship over
society, the modern state relies on
force. Gandhi argued that the state
is based “The State
represents violence in a concentrated
and organized form. The individual
has a soul, but as the State is a
soulless machine, it can never be

on force:

weaned from violence to which it

owes 1its very existence.” (Bose
1962 : 65-6)
The modern state, Gandhi

observed, 1s not democratic. Mere
periodic elections do not create a
‘true” democracy. In Hind Swaraj
Gandhi made a thoroughgoing
critique of British parliamentary
democracy:”... Parliament should not
need the spur of petitions or any
other pressure. Its work should be so
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smooth that its effects would be
more apparent day by day. But. as a
of fact, it 1is generally
acknowledged that the members are
hypocritical and selfish. Each thinks
of his own little interest. It is fear
that is the guiding motive. What is
done today

matter

may be undone
When the greatest
questions are debated, its members

tomorrow...

have been seen to stretch themselves
and to doze. Sometimes the members
talk away until the listeners are
disgusted. Carlyle has called it “the
talking shop of the world”. Members
vote for their
thought. Their so-called discipline
binds them to it. If any member, by

party without a

way of exception, gives an
independent vote, he is considered a
renegade... The Prime Minister is

more concerned about his power

than  about the  welfare of
Parliament. His energy 18
concentrated upon securing the
success of his party... Prime

Ministers are known to have made
Parliament do things merely for
party advantage... If they are to be
considered honest because they do
not take what are generally known
as bribes, let them be so considered,
but they open to
influences. In order to gain their
ends, they certainly bribe people
with honours. I do not hesitate to say

are subtler
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that they have neither real honesty
nor a living conscience.” (Gandhi
1939 : 31-3)

Gandhi that British
parliamentary politics was based on
the assumption that men were
selfish and organized into groups/
parties around selfish motives. The
political parties, as power-seekers.
compete with each other and the
party capable of mobilizing public
opinion come to power and makes
which regarded as
representing the interests of the
whole society). As Partha Chatterjee
points out, Gandhi’s “arguments, in
fact, that the dissociation of political
values, based on self-interest, from
social morality based on certain
universal ethical values shared by
the whole community, leads to a
structure and process of politics in
which the wealthy and powerful
enjoy disproportionate opportunities
to manipulate the machinery of
government to their own sectional
interests. Besides, the legal fiction of
equality before the law and the
supposed  neutrality  of
institutions only have the effect of
perpetuating the inequalities and
divisions

argued

laws are

state

which already exist in
politics has no role in
removing those
cementing the divisions.” (Chatterjee
1996 : 91)

society
inequalities or
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Gandhi, however, was not totally
against the institution of parliament.
In 1920 he said that what he wanted
for India was “a parliament chosen
by the people with the fullest power
over the finance, the police, the
military, the navy, the courts and
the educational Institutions.”
(Gandhi. CW. vol. 19 : 80). In 1921,
writing on Hind Swaraj, Gandhi
observed : “But today my corporate
activity is undoubtedly devoted to
the attainment of Parliamentary
Swaraj in accordance with the
wishes of the people of India.” (CW,
vol. 19 : 277-78)

True democracy,
Gandhi,
citizens could conduct their affairs

according to
was participatory where

themselves through self-governing
local communities. That polity was
truly democratic
recognized that
moral agents capable of managing

where 1t was

individuals were
their own and collective affairs.
Democracy 1s also based on the
realization that the real source of
power is not the state but the people.

Since democracy is generally
regarded as “liberal democracy”.
Gandhi preferred the term Swaraj to
refer to “true democracy’. Liberal
democracy), Gandhi opined, was a
form of the modern state. and as
such, abstracted power from the
people and concentrated it in the
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state. Liberal democracy) treated
human beings not as moral agents
but merely as citizens, i.e. having
not a moral but a legal existence.
Swaraj or true democracy was only
possible in a non-statal polity where
people their affairs
through self-determining local
communities. Gandhi, therefore, said
that “Swaraj is to be attained by
educating the masses to a sense of
their capacity to regulate and control
authority.” (Harijan 12 May 1940)
The state. Gandhi
asserted, was particularly unsuited
to India. Explaining Gandhi’s
position on this point. Bhikhu
Parekh observes “India has a
spiritual civilisation, whereas the

conducted

modern

state was uniquely a product of
materialist civilisation. Non-violence

was deeply cherished in India,
whereas the state relied on
violence... Indian civilisation was

plural and tolerated the utmost
diversity of customs and ways of life:
the required
homogeneity. Indian civilisation was

modern state
essentially rural, whereas the state

required an urban civilisation.
Indian society valued autonomous
and self-governing castes, sects and
ethnic groups; the state imposed a
uniform system of laws.” (Parekh

1989 : 112)



Vol. 11, No. 2 Gandhi News/ & 318 AR - (BRI 2050

11 in the anarchist society individuals
Gandhi was in favour of a non-statal will get themselves harmoniously
polity. In 1931 he wrote : “If national integrated into the social setting in
life becomes so perfect as to become such a way that rule becomes
self-regulated, no representation wunnecessary for the preservation of
becomes necessary. There is then a order. (Woodcock 1975 : 8) Under
state of enlightened anarchy. In such such positive conditions all forms of
a State everyone is his own ruler. He government and authority become
rules himself in such a manner that redundant. It is this second meaning
he is never a hindrance to his which Gandhi wanted to mention
neighbour. In the ideal State, when he described himself as an
therefore, there 1s no
political power because
there is no State.” (Young
India July 2, 1931)

In 1916 Gandhi
called himself an
anarchist but of a
different type, 1.e.
different from the
position held by the

anarchist.

Gandhi was influenced
by the anarchist ideas of
Tolstoy. Though Tolstoy
rejected the label
‘anarchism’, which he
associated with violence,
he envisaged a stateless
society which
corresponded to the
revolutionary  terrorists. anarchist society as
(Tendulkar. vol. I. 1960 : 183). depicted by Proudhon.
An anarchist is a person who favours Bakunin, Kropotkin and other
anarchy. What is anarchy? In most anarchist thinkers. Tolstoy was in
dictionaries we find at least two favour of a stateless society where
meanings of anarchy : (i) absence of private ownership of the means of
government, and (i1) utter chaos and production would be replaced by
confusion. The source of this communal ownership and the
ambiguity is the original Greek word distribution of goods and services
anarchos which means ‘without a would follow a  communistic
ruler’. Two interpretations are here principle, i.e. ‘to each according to
possible. Since there is no ruler, his needs’. Such a society, Tolstoy
anarchy may be regarded as a asserted, could be attained by a
negative condition of unruliness. But ‘moral’ revolution against the state
a positive meaning is also possible : and private property. In this ‘moral’

S0
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revolution Tolstoy’s chief weapon
was the refusal to obey. According to
Tolstoy, the existing state could be
abolished if men ceased to co-operate

with it. To make this non-co-
operation effective, men should
refuse  military service, police

service, jury service and even refuse
to pay taxes. (Chattopadhyay and
Das 1986 : 77-8)

Gandhi was highly influenced by
these ideas of Tolstoy and he himself
admitted it. Just like Tolstoy, he also
envisaged a  stateless
However, he regarded it as a distant
goal which could not be attained in
near future. “We might remember
though”, observed Gandhi, “that a
Stateless society does
anywhere in the world. If such a
society possible it be
established first only in India. For
attempts have been made in India
towards
society. We have not so far shown
that supreme heroism. The only way

society.

not exist

1s can

bringing about such a

1s for those who believe in it to set
the example.” (Gandhi. CW, vol. 85 :
266-67)

Gandhi’s advocacy of a non-
statal polity based on ‘enlightened
anarchy’ has given rise to a debate
around the question, ‘was Gandhi a
philosophical anarchist?” Gopinath
: “To Gandhiji the
end is ‘the greatest good of all’. He is

Dhawan observes
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a philosophical anarchist because he
believes that this end can be realized

only in the classless Stateless
democracy of autonomous village
communities...” (quoted n

Bhattacharyya 1969 : 478-79). Benoy
Sarkar observed that Gandhi’s “non-
co-operation = away from the state =
anarchism.” (ibid : 479). There are
others, however. (P. Spratt, Joan V.
Bondurant, Haridas T. Mazumdar
and others) who do not regard
Gandhi as a philosophical anarchist.
According to this latter group,
although Gandhi’s ideal society was
stateless 1n character, unlike the
anarchists, he was willing to accept
a degree of state organization and
Actually  Gandhi
practical enough to realize that the
ideal fully attained.
Hence, while explaining his own
ultimate political ideal, he wrote :
“In the ideal state ...
political power because there is no
State. But the ideal is never full)
realized in life. Hence the classical
statement of Thoreau that that
Government is best which governs

control. was

cannot be

there 1s no

the least.” (Young India July 2,
1931)

Thus Gandhi’s ideal was
‘enlightened  anarchy’ of  self-

disciplined people. However, since
that was not realizable in near

future— but to be continuously
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approximated— Gandhi’s goal for
independent India ‘ordered
anarchy’ which meant minimal state
and maximum autonomy for the
citizens. The guiding principles of
such ‘ordered anarchy’ would be non-
violence, swadeshi and swaraj. Such
a polity “should have a central
government but not a centralised
structure of authority, and it should
cultivate a sense of nationality but
base

was

it on autonomous and self-
governing local communities.”
(Parekh 1989 : 113) The new polity
would do away with statist political
culture bv helping its citizens to
develop their
powers. The ultimate goal of this
polity would be savodaya, i.e. ‘good
of all’.

The basic constituent units of
such a polity should be the village
communities. “The government of
the village will be conducted by a
Panchayat of five persons annually
elected by the adult villagers, male
and female, possessing minimum
prescribed qualifications.” (Harijan,
July 26. 1942). The Panchayat would
have and
judicial powers. However, unlike the
modern state, the village Panchayats
would derive their authority not
from impersonal laws but from the
moral support of public opinion.
Gandhi’s 1ideal polity

moral and social

legislative, executive

In a
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number of villages constituted a
taluka, a
district,
province and so on. each governed by

a number of talukas
a number of districts a

elected representatives of its
constituent  units. As Gandhi
observed “In this structure

composed of innumerable villages,
there will be ever-widening, never-
ascending circles. Life will not be a
pyramid uith the apex sustained by
the bottom. But it will be an oceanic
circle whose centre will be the
individuals always ready to perish
for the village, the latter ready to
perish for the circle of villages, till at
last the whole becomes one life
of
aggressive in their arrogance but
ever humble, sharing the majesty of
the oceanic circle of which they are
Therefore, the
outermost circumference will not
wield power to crush the inner circle
but will give strength to all within
and derive its own strength from it.”
(Harijan, August 28. 1942)

Gandhi argued that in a polity so
constructed, as much of the decision-
decentralized,

composed individuals, never

integral  units.

making would be
there would be no need of a vast
bureaucracy. Again, in such a society
where there would be no poverty,
activities
automatically become minimal and
hence there would be no need of a

criminal would
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police force. The minimum number
of crimes that might still occur,
would be suppressed by the moral
pressure of public opinion However,
in spite of this, if a police would still
be deemed to be necessary, it would
be constituted by members of the
society taking turns at policing.
Moreover, such a non-violent polity
was unlikely to face either rebellion
or invasion. Hence there would be no
need of a regular army. The tasks of
the army would be by
“nonviolent soldiers” trained in the
methods of satyagraha. (Harijan,
30.12.1939, 1.9.1940, 25.1.1942)

done

111
Up to early 1930s Gandhi’s attitude
towards the state was anarchist, or
at least, Then a
break occurred in his views on the
and he moved from an
anarchist to that of
minimum statism. Although he still
believed that the ideal state to be
approximated ‘enlightened
anarchy’, he began asserting, at the
same time, that a strong government
was required in India to deal with

semi-anarchist.

state
position

was

various social and  economic
problems. The reason behind this
departure from his earlier position
was the rise of militant nationalism
articulating the demands of the

subaltern classes. As organizations
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class and peasantry
the

demands

of working
brought
movement

into nationalist

for radical
transformation of the economy and
polity. Gandhi came to realize that a
strong national
required to redress their grievances.
He also realized that the evil of
untouchability could not be totally
eradicated without the intervention
of the state. In other words. Gandhi
came to realize that the state had a
positive role to play in promoting
social and economic justice.

In 1931, Gandhi explained at the
Round Table Conference the positive
role the mnational government
India could play : “I am afraid that
for years to come India would be
engaged In passing legislation in

government was

in

order to raise the down-trodden and
the fallen from the mire into which
they have sunk by the
capitalists, by the landlords, by the
so-called higher classes and then,
subsequently and scientifically, by
the British rulers. If we are to lift
these people from the mire, then it
would be the bounden duty of the
National Government of India, in
order to set 1ts house in order,
continually to give preference to
these people and even free them
from the burdens under which they
are being crushed... Look at the
of the

been

condition, if you will,
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untouchables, if the law comes to
their assistance and sets apart miles
of territory. At the present moment
they hold no land they arc
absoluieh living under the mercy of
the so-called higher castes, and also.
let me say, at the mercy of the
state... They can be removed from
one quarter to another without
complaint and without being able to
seek the assistance of law. Well, the
first act of the Legislature will then
be to see that in order somewhat to
equalize conditions, these people are
given grants freely.” (Quoted
Parekh 1989 : 118-19)

Gandhi opined that the state in
independent India should own the
means of production of the basic
necessities of life. The state should
important key/basic
industries, but not all. The system of
private ownership of the means of
production shall be retained.
However, the capitalists should act
as trustees of their property and
must undertake welfare programmes
for the workers. Gandhi realized
that mere moral persuasion would
not motivate the capitalists and
landlords to act as trustees of their

in

own some

property. Legislation was required to
compel them to act as trustees. The
state. Gandhi argued, should fix up
both the maximum and minimum
incomes of individual citizens.
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The national government.
Gandhi argued, should play a

positive role by providing support for
the Constructive Programme : “The
should notify the
villagers that they will be expected
to manufacture khaddar for the
needs of their villages within a fixed
date after which no cloth will be
supplied to them. The Governments,
turn, supply the
villagers with cotton seed or cotton
wherever required, at cost price and
the tools of manufacture also at cost,
to be recovered in easy instalments...
The villages will be surveyed and a
list prepared of things that can be
manufactured locally with little or
no help and which may be required
for village use or for sale outside... If
enough care is taken, the villages.
most of them as good as dead or
dying, will hum with life and exhibit
the immense possibilities they have
of supplying most of their wants
themselves and of the cities and
towns of India.” (CW. Vol 84 : 44-5)
Gandhi admitted that the state
had an important role to play in the
of India.
Chatterjee
“even while

Government

in their will

regeneration
Partha
out,

national
However, as
rightly points
identifying a specific role for the
state in the programme of national
construction.  Gandhi

abandoning his fundamental belief

was not
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that the state could never be the
appropriate machinery for carrying
out this programme. What he was
suggesting in fact was that the
national state should formally use
its legislative powers to abdicate its
presumed responsibility of
promoting ‘development’ and thus
clear the ground for popular non-
state agencies to take up the work of
revitalizing the village economies.”
(Chatterjee 1996 : 115) As a matter
of fact, Gandhi believed that the role
of such non-state agencies as the All
India Spinners” Association, the All
India Village Industries Association,
etc. had a greater potential than the
state to the wvillage
economy.

Thus, according to the Gandhian
model of development, most of the
work of national regeneration would
be done by sincere and dedicated
voluntary workers and the task of
the state would be to assist their
efforts. “In
Intervention

revitalize

some areas its
critical,
example, the preservation of village
industries and the spread of basic

education; in some others it could act

was for

facilitator and remove
hindrances, for the
prohibition of alcohol and removal of
untouchability; in yet others it could
lend its moral and material help and

efforts, for

as a

example,

expedite  voluntary
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example, the development of
regional languages.” (Parekh 1989 :
119)
Interestingly, assigning
the range of
functions, it was no longer possible

while
state such wide
for Gandhi to maintain his earlier
anarchist position. Gandhi himself
admitted that to undertake all these
functions, the slate in independent
India must have a strong central
government, effective
bureaucracy a  minimum
coercive apparatus. Thus Gandhi
came very close to accepting the
modern state. Yet he did not
abandon the idea that the modern

state was basically ‘satanic” and a

an
and

‘soulless machine’. So Gandhi was in
a dilemma and he tried to come out
of it in his own way. Bhikhu Parekh
has lucidly explained how Gandhi
tried to resolve this dilemma : “Since
the state had come to stay, he
[Gandhi] explored ways of taming
and regulating it... He proposed that
now the Congress had served its
political  purpose  of
independence, it should dissolve
itself as a state-oriented body and
Loka Sevak
Sangh, a national organisation for
the service of the people, perhaps
better translated as
organisation of the servants of the
people.” (Parekh 1989 : 121). This

attaining
itself as

reconstitute

a national
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idea of Gandhi is generally regarded
as his “Last Will and Testament”
because he this on 29"
January. 1948. a day before his
death. Explaining Gandhi’s ideas on
the Loka Sevak Sangh, Bhikhu
Parekh further points “Its
members were to settle in villages
and become ... comprehensive village
workers dedicated to their total
regeneration. They were not social
workers in the conventional sense of
the term but moral and political
leaders. In addition to implementing
the Constructive Programme... they
were to ‘awaken’ the people to their
rights, sensitise them to the ‘wrongs’
done to them, mediate between them
and the official agencies of the state,
help them fight local
injustices and,
launch satyagrahas.... In these and
other ways they were to win over the
confidence and trust of the people,
build up their strength, and set up a
structure  of
paralleling the legal authority of the
‘official’ state... Gandhi seems to
have thought that that the ‘official’
state enjoying legal, and the
reconstituted Congress enjoying
moral, authority formed the basis of
the Indian polity, and provided a
uniquely Indian alternative to, or
rather a uniquely Indian version of,
the modem state... he pleaded for a

wrote

out:

against
when necessary,

moral  authority
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polity articulated in terms of the
complementary and
regulating institutions of the state
and the Loka Sevak Sangh. The new
polity was to be a partnership
between them in the massive task of
regenerating India. The state was to

mutually

draw on the Sangh’s grassroots
experiences and  expertise In
formulating its policies ... For its

part the Sangh was to take over
much of the nation-building work of
the state and help implement its

policies ... the state and the Sangh
must retain their distance and
respect each other’s autonomy.”

(Parekh 1989 : 121-22)

This combination of the national
state and the Loka Sevak Sangh
was, to Gandhi, the ideal polity for
Elsewhere he called it
Ramarajya. In a speech at
Bhavanagar on January 8, 1925.
Gandhi said : “Rama did justice even

India.

to a dog. By abandoning his kingdom
and living in the forest for the sake
of truth. Rama gave to all the kings
of the world an object-lesson in noble
conduct ... He lent splendour to his
throne by his popular administration
and proved that Ramarajya was the
... The subjects of
Rama were supremely happy.”
(Quoted in Bhattarcharyya 1969 :
470-71). To Gandhi Ramrajya was
not a Hindu Raj but a kingdom of

acme of Swaraj
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righteousness on earth : “I warn my

Mussalman friends against
misunderstanding me in my use of
the w'ords ‘Ramraj’. By Ramraj I do
not mean Hindu Raj. I mean by
Ramraj Divine Raj, the Kingdom of
God. For me Rama and Rahim are
one and the same deity. 1
acknowledge no other God but the
one God of truth and rightness.
Whether Rama of my imagination
ever lived or not on this earth, the
ideal of Ramraj

undoubtedly one of true democracy

ancient is
in which the meanest citizen could
be sure of swift justice without an
elaborate and costly procedure.”
Bhattacharyya 1969 : 472)

Thus, the ideal polity Gandhi
visualized was,
point of view, a kingdom of God on
earth. Politically conceived, it was a
perfect democracy where there would
no longer be inequalities based on
wealth, colour, race, creed or sex.
Finally, in such a polity there would
be freedom of speech and expression
and freedom of worship.

from a religious
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The Srinikethan Legacy

Tarun Kumar Das

Over a century ago, Rabindranath Tagore, as a
reaction to the colonial system of education,
fell the need for a non-conventional and an
integral system of education. To give shape to
his ideas, he founded Visva-Bharati and its two
centres—Santiniketan and Sriniketan, each
having different programmes and objectives.
Sriniketan was established as a rural
reconstruction centre 1n 1922, the work
focusing on agriculture and rural development
with the co-operative efforts of the villagers
themselves. The objective was aimed to develop
a better life for the people of rural India by
educating them to be self-reliant and

o
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encouraging the revival of village
arts and crafts.

Mahatma Gandhi shared with
Tagore the vision of a strong and
self-reliant India. The migration of
educated youth from wvillages to
towns and cities is the most serious
form of brain drain which adversely
affects rural development. Gandhi
felt. ideas  of
development reverberated from his
saying : “If we could [§°
one|

Tagore’s rural

free even

village from theg
shackles
helplessness and |

for the whole of
India  would Dbe
established... Let a
few villages be
rebuilt in this way| °
and I shall say they|

are my India. That

is the way to

Gandhi News/ & #eaw
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discover the true India.” Tagore had
proclaimed: “We have to reconstruct
our national life with the village as
the centre. To bring completeness of
life to the villages has been a dream
of mine of longstanding.”

The great social reformer wanted
to develop India without taking any
help from outside as far as possible.
As India lives in her villages, he felt
that the only way to develop the
country was to reconstruct the
villages with the help of the villagers
by themselves, through a suitable
village level organization.

To be a complete man was the
concept of Tagore’s education. He
advocated an open education system

which  would be environment
friendly devoid of all sorts of
stringent rules and regulations.
The Brahmacharya Vidyalaya in
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Santiniketan was the
manifestation of his
ideas, Tagore felt the
need for a separate |
school for village boys. .'
He could not forget |
that all  he
belonged to a people,
the great majority of
whom lived in villages,
n poverty

after

and

ignorance, neglected by
a small minority in towns whom
they fed with the toil of their hands.
This led the poet to set up Sikha
Satra in 1924 in Sriniketan as a
residential school for the village boys
from the neighbourhood. Its aim was
to give an all-round training to the
boys so that after completion, they
could go back to their respective
villages and carry on the work of
rural reconstruction together with
the trade they had learnt. Mahatma
Gandhi’s visit to
1924 was very instrumental in the
light of evolution of Sikha Satra.
Tagore’s chief to
formulate a kind of education in
which the
would play the key role. He wrote :
“I am, therefore all the more keen
that Siksha Satra would justify the
ideal I have entrusted in it and
should represent the most important
function of Sriniketan in helping the

Santiniketan in

alm was

villagers themselves

S0

the
manhood complete in all its varying

students for attainment of
aspects. Our people should need
more than anything else a real
scientific training that could inspire
in them the courage of experiment
and initiative of mind that we lack
as a nation.”

Tagore realized the importance
of modern science in agricultural
practices. He that
agricultural farming be
modernized and the farmers be given
proper scientific training. Dr. M S

wanted
centres

Swaminathan, the noted
Agricultural Scientist, has
recognized the importance of

Tagore’s concepts even in recent
He has suggested certain
ways and means by which modern
scientific applications of
biotechnology could be combined
with traditional knowledge so that
agriculture and farming operations

times.
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could be made intellectually Commission on  Farmers has
satisfying and economically elaborated on the need to persuade
rewarding. educated youth, including farm

Tagore visualised the role of
Sriniketan as a centre where every
scholar
entrepreneur. The same ideas have
been echoed in the National Policy
for Farmers placed in Parliament in
November, 2007 where it has been
felt that should Dbe
introduced to attract the youth in
farming and processing of farm
products for higher value addition.

In recent times, our returns from
agriculture are reducing. While the
pressure on land is increasing, the
average size of a farm holding is
going down to below one hectare.
Prime farm lands are being used for
non farm purposes. Recent surveys
have indicated that farmers wanted
to quit farming. The

would become an

measures

National

graduates, to take part in
agriculture as a profession. It has
been suggested by national policy
makers that a strategy be adopted to
improve the productivity and
profitability  of holdings
through, proper land use policies,
technologies and market linkages.
The scope of agro-industries and
agri-business should be enlarged;
and opportunities should be created
in the services sector that will

small

promote technological and economic
upgradation of farm operations.

Dr. Swaminathan has pointed
out the need to revive the spirit of
Sriniketan. The
should pioneer the concepts of eco-

new Sriniketan

technology  where, science and
technology will be combined with the
best in traditional
knowledge and ecological
prudence. The new
Sriniketan  could also

show the way to a new
India  where Tagore’s
o belief that the wvillages
would be the centre of our
national life will become a
reality.
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Nen-violence is the first article of my faith.
It is also the last article of my creed.
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Director-Secretary’s Report
on the Programme and Activities of the
Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore,
during June, 2016 to August, 2016

1. Training Programme for women for their financial empowerment
(16/04/2016 to 31/07/2016) :
The training for cutting and tailoring which had started in April, 2016
continued successfully and ended in July, 2016. After completion of four
months’ training the trainees were asked to present their practical skill
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in tailoring by making different articles, which they had learnt in the
course of the training. Certificates were awarded to all the trainees on the
last day of the training programme.

2. An Informal Discussion with the Senior Citizens of a local Old-
Age Home, involving exchange of thought about the life and
activities of Mahatma Gandhi and Indian Freedom Movement (25/
06/2016) :

The Sangrahalaya organized a programme for the senior citizens
involving the mutual exchange of thought about the life and works of
Mahatma Gandhi as well as their personal experiences about the Freedom
Movement of our
Country, at its
premises on June 25.
2016. The inmates of
the local Old Age
Home  Bholananda
Bridhashram  were
invited to the
Sangrahalaya for the |
programme. They
were provided with a

Guided tour of the
Sangrahalaya and shown

the documentary, titled
. ‘Role of Barrackpore in
the Freedom Movement
in India’ from the
collection of the
Sangrahalaya. A
Notebook for their
! personal use, based on the
life and activities of
Gandhiji in photographs

O
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and text was released by the two senior most inmates from among the
ladies and gentlemen. Finally, the inmates and the staff of the
Sangrahalaya sat down for an informal chat that involved exchange of the
experiences of the senior citizens about seeing Gandhiji in person, the
Freedom Movement of India and other incidents of the bygone era. The
response from the inmates of the Bridhashram was overwhelming and
the programme was a great success.

3. Workshop on Food Safety, Quality Control and Naturopathy
(04/ 07 / 2016) :
The Sangrahalaya organized a day-long Workshop on ‘Food Safety,
Quality Control and Naturopathy’ for the schools at its premises on
July 4. 2016 from 1 1.30 a.m. onwards. The Workshop had three (3)
sessions. In the Inaugural Session, the Welcome Address was delivered
by the Director-
Secretary of the
Sangrahalaya
whereas the
Inaugural
Address was
delivered by the
Chief Guest Shri
Jyoti
Chakraborty,
Karmadhakshya,
Zilla Parishad,
North 24
Parganas. The
second session
included the
deliberations and

practical
demonstrations
on Food Safety
and Quality Con-
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Workshop on Food Safety,
Quality Controb & Naturopathy

Ath Jely 7016

Cegueyed By
Gandhi Smarzk Sangrabaley

By - Sl

I g

trol of food used by the society in everyday life such as milk and milk
products, fish, eggs, vegetables, adulteration by the use of food colours
etc. and the third session consisted of deliberations on Naturopathic treat-
ment and yogic asanas for treating common as well as chronic ailments.
The experts in the second session included Dr. Swapan Sur. Former OSD.
Mother Dairy who spoke and demonstrated on ‘Food Safety of Eggs,
Fish and Meat’. Shri Pranab Ghosh from Ichhamati Milk Union Lim-
ited. Government of West Bengal, whose topic for deliberation was ‘Safety
and Quality of Milk
Products’. Shri
Mukut Roy |
Chowdhury, Former
District Fishery Of-
ficer. Government of
West  Bengal who
spoke on Food
Safety of Fish and

©q
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Vegetables’. Shri
Tridib Mandal, Re-
tired Assistant Direc-
tor whose topic for de-
liberation and demon-
stration was ‘Safety
of Milk’> and Shri
Subhendu Kanjilal.
Director. SAAS. EW
Trust who demon-
strated on ‘Adulteration by means of Food Colours’. The post lunch
session consisted of deliberation and demonstration on Naturopathy by
Shri P. Dhanasekaran. Principal. Burdwan Institute of Medical and Life
Science. Finally, at the end of the programme there was a Panel Discus-
sion which consisted of the interaction of the participants with the ex-
perts regarding questions on the different topics covered in all the three
sessions. A total of one hundred and eighteen (118) students accompanied
by their teachers belonging to five reputed schools viz. Central Model
School. Barrackpore. Sacred Heart Day High School (H.S.). Barrackpore.
Manmathanath High School, Barrackpore, Kendriya Vidyalaya No. 1-
Ishapore and Nawabgunj High School, Nawabgunj participated in the
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programme. The programme was a big success generating awareness
among the participants regarding Food Safety and Naturopathy.

4. Celebration of 70" Independence Day (15/08/2016) :
The 70" Independence
Day was celebrated on
Aug 15, 2016 at the
premises of the
Sangrahalaya in a be-
fitting manner. The
National Flag was
hoisted by the Direc-
tor-Secretary, Gandhi |-
Smarak Sangrahalaya.
Barrackpore at 9:30 o ~ PSSt | e O .
am in the morning. The guests included the local senior citizens, distin-
guished persons of the area and members of different cultural institu-
tions. After flag hoisting a ‘Sit and Draw Competition’ was organized by
the Sangrahalaya 10:30 a.m. onwards. The participants included students
from the local academic institutions as well as the local art schools. The

competition included three categories-Group A— age 5 to 8 years. Group
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{1 B— age 8+ to 12 years and
Group C- 12+ years to 16
| years. Group A had thirty
§l seven (37) participants.
| Group B had forty five (45)
§ and Group C had twenty
| four (24) participants
| “| which imply that there

were a total of 106 participants
in the competition. The partici-
pants of Groups A and B could
draw according to their choice
while the topic for Group C was
Swadhin Bharat O Amra (In-
dependent India and Us). The
judges included Sri Maichel
Bose, Principal of
Pranavananda Art Institution, |
Kolkata and Sri Debasish Mullick Chowdhury, renowned artist.

The Sit and Draw Competition was followed by the presentation of a Film
Show on the life of Mahatma Gandhi in Animation for the audience and

e~

after the Film Show ended, a performance of Mime based on the theme

80
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of significance of Independence Day was put up by Indian Mime Theatre.
Kolkata. The show was immensely enjoyed by the children as well as
their guardians. Finally, at the end of the programme the prize
distribution ceremony was held where the Guests of Honour included
Shri Madhusudan Ghosh. Honourable MLA. Government of West Bengal,
Shri Narayan Basil, Chairman of the Managing Committee of Gandhi
Smarak Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore and Professor Kanaipada Roy, former
Professor, Mahadevananda College. Barrackpore. Prizes were awarded to
three winners in each category whereas consolation prizes were awarded
to everyone. Certificates of participation were awarded to all the
participants.

5. Out-reach Programme— Mobile Exhibition and Day-long
Programme in various Educational Institutions :
The Mobile Exhibition and daylong programme has been started by the
Sangrahalaya for the schools in the remote areas, who cannot visit the
museum in person owing to some difficulties. The programme has started
in the month of January of the last financial year and is continuing with
very good response from schools. As a part of this programme the

Sangrahalaya visited three (3) schools between June and August.
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= 02/08/2016— Oriental Association for Education and Research,

The Sangrahalaya visited
the Oriental Association
| for Education and
Research, Dewandighi,
Burdwan on August 2,
| 2016. In the first half of the
programme the participants
were the students of
Burdwan  Model  School

9

which is one of the units

under the Oriental
Association for Education
and Research, Burdwan.
The Sangrahalaya
mounted a mobile
exhibition set
Alokchitre Teen
Mahajibon (three great

personalities in
photographs- Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore. Mahatma Gandhi and Netaji

Subhash Chandra Bose) in roll-up standee made especially for such

programmes, at the
school premises for the
students as well as the
# staff of the school. Next
. , a presentation on the

harmful effects on
,_f""._,___ Global Warming ami
o d & ““* Climate Change was
- put up for the students
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for highlighting the environmental aspect of nature which is a part of the
section of the programme termed Desher Kathha Dasher Kathha, After
this the documentary titled Role of Barrackpore in the Freedom
Movement of India was shown. In the second half of the programme the
students of Burdwan Institute of Management and Computer Science
participated in an audio -visual spot quiz, consisting of twenty (20) questions
on the life and works of Mahatma Gandhi, which was conducted by the
Sangrahalaya. Finally, prizes were awarded to the winners of the quiz. The
programme was highly appreciated both by the students as well as the staff
of Oriental Association for Education and Research. Dewandighi. Burdwan
and the Sangrahalaya has been asked by the authorities to come to them
with more such programmes in future.

= 08/08/2016 - Nawabganj Balika Vidyalaya in Ichapur, North 24-
Parganas :
The Sangrahalaya visited Nawabganj Balika Vidyalaya in Ichapur area for
their Mobile Exhibition and daylong programme on August 8. 2016. The
Sangrahalaya mounted the mobile exhibition set Alokchitre Teen
Mahajibon (three great personalities 1in photographs— Gurudev
Rabindranath Tagore. Mahatma Gandhi and Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose)
in roll-up standee, at the school premises for the students as well as the
staff of the school. |
Next a presentation

on the harmful
effects on Global &
Warming ami | .|
Climate Change | _
was put up for the f '
students for
highlighting the =
environmental aspect
of nature which is a
part of the section of

the programme
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termed Desher Katha
Dasher Katha. After this
the documentary titled
Role of Barrackpore in
the Freedom Movement
of India was shown to
the students. In the
second half of the
programme the students
of the school participated [Eakb

in an audio-visual spot

quiz, consisting of twenty (20) questions on the life and works of Mahatma
Gandhi, which was conducted by the Sangrahalaya. Finally, prizes were
awarded to the winners of the quiz. The programme was highly appreciated
both by the students as well as the staff of Nawabganj Valika Vidyalaya.

m 30/08/2016- Ghonja High School, Gaighata, North 24-Parganas :

On August 30. 2016 the Sangrahalaya was invited by Ghonja High School,
= Village and P.O Ghonja.
Bongaon Subdivision for
presenting their Mobile
Exhibition and Daylong

Programme at their
—.’ premises. The mobile
| exhibition set
Alokchitre Teen
Mahajibon (three great

personalities in

photographs— Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore. Mahatma Gandhi and Netaji
Subhash Chandra Bose) in roll-up standee was mounted at the school
premises. Next a presentation on the harmful effects on Global Warming
and Climate Change was put up for the students for highlighting the
environmental aspect of nature which is included in the section of the
programme named Desher Kathha Dasher Kathha. After this the

88
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documentary titled Role

of Barrackpore in the
| Freedom Movement of
India was shown. In the
{ second half of the
+ programme the students
of the school participated
| in an audio-visual spot

quiz, consisting of twenty
(20) questions on the life
and works of Mahatma
Gandhi, which was
conducted by the |
Sangrahalaya. Finally,
prizes were awarded to the &
winners of the quiz. The J
programme proved to be a
very unique experience for
both the students as well as the staff of the school and received tremendous
amount of positive response from them.

6. Special Lecture by the Director-Secretary at Assembly of
Angels School, Barrackpore :
The Director-Secretary of the Sangrahalaya was invited at the Assembly

of Angels Secondary School.
Barrackpore on August 23.
2016 to deliver a lecture on
the Revolt of 1857 and the
Freedom  Movement  of
India. The lecture received
positive response from the
students of that school.

8¢
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7. Group Visits :

e A group of 25 teachers from various Kendriya Vidyalayas in West
Bengal came to visit the Sangrahalaya on June 6, 2016 as part of the
PRT In-service Course organized by the Kendriya Vidyalaya No-1.
Ishapore. 24 Parganas (North) and after visiting the Sangrahalaya, on
behalf of this group, Smt. Jayanti Mukherjee. Principal. Kendriya
Vidyalaya, Asansol remarked “Very well maintained and excellent
demonstration”.

e Twenty (20) students of Douglas Memorial Higher Secondary School
accompanied by four (4) teachers and one (1) non teaching staff came
to visit the Sangrahalaya on July 8, 2016 on the occasion of celebration
of Vanmahotsav and Environmental Awareness Programme. The
Director-Secretary was given a sapling to be planted in the garden of
the Sangrahalaya and later the students and teachers were provided
with a guided tour of the Sangrahalaya. After completion of a short
guided tour of the Sangrahalaya, one of the teachers of the School
remarked “Outstanding”.

e On Aug 23, 2016, seventeen (17) students belonging to class XII of
Rishra Vidyapith came to the Sangrahalaya accompanied by their

8Y
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teacher Shri Dilip Prasad for an educational excursion which is a part
of their curriculum. They were provided with a guided tour of the
Sangrahalaya and shown the documentary titled Role of Barrackpore
in the Freedom Movement of India. The teacher accompanying them
remarked “Very informative and the exhibits on display rare”.

8. Special Visits :

The Sangrahalaya was visited by quite a few Eminent Visitors during the

period of June to August. 2016. The names of whom have been mentioned

below.

Group Captain A. Tripathi. Station Commander. Air Station.
Barrackpore visited the Sangrahalaya on August 4. 2016.

On seeing the Sangrahalaya he remarked, “A great effort to keep
memory of the Father of the Nation burning”.

Debdas Datta, DC, Power Supply. West Bengal State Electricity Board,
visited the Sangrahalaya on August 13, 2016.
On seeing the Sangrahalaya he remarked. “Excellent”.

Major General Ajay Seth from Barrackpore Cantonment visited the
Sangrahalaya on August 23, 2016.

On seeing the Sangrahalaya he commented. “Very educative and
interesting. Wish the history is preserved’

9. Total Number of Visitors who visited the Sangrahalaya during the

period of June-August, 2016 (Excluding the participants in

various programmes of the Sangrahalaya) : 1418

84
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The Gandhi Family Tree

Gokaldas . . .
Kapadia Vrajkunwerba Karamchand Gandhi —— Pultiiba
Kastur Kapadia Mohandas Gandhi Karsandas Lakshmidas
(b. Apr 1869, _— (b. Oct 2, 1869, Gandhi Gandhi
d. Feb 22, 1944) ‘ d. Jan 30, 1948
Harilal Gandhi Manilal Gandhi Sushila Ramdas Devadas
(b. 1888, ——= Gulab (b. Oct 29 1892 — (b. 1907, Gandhi — Nirmala Gandhi —= Lakshmi
d. 1948) d. 1956) d. 1988) (b. May 1898, (b. May 23,
‘ d. 1969 ‘ 1900
| | , | | | — | d. 1957)
Sita Arun Ela Sumitra Kahandas Usha
| | | | | Sunanda |
Rami Kanti Rasik Manu Shanti Tara Rajmohan Ramchandra Gopal
Archana Tushar
Hariki_shore So_nal
| | | |
Paritosh Anish Vivan Kasturi

THE GANDHI FAMILY TREE

Source : Arun Gandhi— Kasturba— A Life, Penguin Books, India 2000.

Z ON ‘TT "IOA

e Ll /SMON 1UpURD

QACOR BRaAeIl)-Fllol



	Cover
	Text

